
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Sutes Pttcnt aad Tradcmirk Office 
AditaiK COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS . 

P.O.B<nl4S0 c . ■• 

AlcMKlrtt.Vtrginia 223 »>- 1450) ^ 

"^^ u - \ 



ATTORNEY DOCKET No!^ fcONTIRMATlON NO. 



APPUCATION NO. 



RLING DATE 



HRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/009,298 



12/04/2001 



Scott Edward Klopfcnstcin 



RCA 89S49 



5738 



7S90 05/28/2004 

Joseph S Tripoli 

Thomson Multimedia Licensing Inc 
PO Box 5312 

Princeton, NJ 08543-5312 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



KOSTAK. VICTOR R 

1 



PAPER NUMBER 



2614 

DATE MAILED: 05/28Q004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





w 


Application No. 




Applicant(s) 






OfficG Action Summsrv 


10/009.298 




KLOPFENSTEINETAL 




Examiner 
Victor R. Kostak 




Art Unit 
2614 





- TYie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time niay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply vtrill. by statute, cause the application to become ABANDON ED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after tf» mailing date of tNs communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim{s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1.2.4 and 9-11 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Clalm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) \3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 04 December 2001 Is/are: a)|3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gangitano. 

The television system of Gangitano (noting particularly Figs. 3, 4, 7 and 8) includes a 
direct broadcast satellite receiver (col. 1 lines 13-14) which by standard incorporates digital 
signals (in MPEG format). Tuner 30 (Fig. 7) by definition enables selection of a TV signal from 
a plurality of available signals; CPU 36 provides various control operations including that of the 
signal processing; element 22 (shown in Fig. 4) determines the signal strength of the selected TV 
signal; as shown in Fig. 8, CPU 36 further enables the TV signal to be displayed alone when the 
signal strength is detected to be at an acceptable level (block 106) and in a second mode displays 
a strength indicator signal superimposed over the TV signal (block 108) by virtue of element 34 
shown in Fig. 7, thereby meeting claim 1. 

As for claim 2, signal strength is continuously checked (therefore updated), as discussed 
in col. 5 lines 38-43). 

As for claim 4, the signal strength is measured for each TV signal available, and an 
indication of signal strength is displayed while the TV signal (with typically accompanying 
audio) is active, as discussed above. 
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Regarding claims 9 and 10, the signal strength is an indication of the position of antenna 
12, and the position is adjusted to a position that provides the optimum signal reception (col. 3 
hnes 53-62; col. 5 lines 38-46). 

As for claim 1 1, the TV signals (received as digital signals from DBS receiver 14) are 
presentable as normal signals during real-time display of the signal strength indicator (noting 
again Figs. 7 and 8). 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

3. Claims 3 and 5-8 appear allowable over the prior art. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor R. Kostak whose telephone number is 703 305-4374. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 6:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 703 305-4795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-HELP. 



Victor R. Kostak 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 
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